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Hurricane Season is June 1st  through November 30th.   Everyone needs to take the time to   

prepare yourself and your family for the possibility of a storm in Pinellas County. Prepared-

ness is a personal responsibility.   Do you know your evacuation zone?  Is your disaster sup-

ply kit ready? Do you have a plan of when and where to evacuate?  Do you know where your 

local shelter facilities are?  The past several hurricane seasons have not been eventful which has 

made many of us complacent. Citizens  need  to understand the conditions that will exist for the 

days, weeks, even months following a major storm.  Even though you may not live right on the 

beach, or a particularly low-lying area, living conditions will be difficult after a major storm 

passes through the Tampa Bay Area. There will be no electricity, maybe no running water, and 

emergency services will likely be overwhelmed. Outside aid may not arrive for at least 72 

hours.  Preparedness is the key to recovery. To learn more about how to be ready, plan on at-

tending the free City of Seminole HURRICANE EXPO May 16th from 10:00am to 2:00pm at 

the Seminole Recreation Complex. Preparedness literature is also available at any City of Semi-

nole Fire  Rescue Station or Seminole City Hall .For more information please go to  

www.pinellascounty.org/emergency. 

 
 

      Have Disaster Supplies On Hand 
 

 Non-perishable food and water 

      (at least  a 7-10 day supply) 

 Fuel your car 

 Flashlight and extra batteries  

 2 week supply of medication(s) 

 Portable, battery-operated radio  

      and extra batteries  

 First aid kit   

 Non-electric can opener  

 Cash and credit cards 

 Insurance documents and other              

      important papers  
  

 

SURGE KILLS  

The greatest killer of people during hurricanes is storm surge – the dome of water pushed 

ashore by powerful hurricane winds. Storm surge isn’t a gradual rising of water. It rushes inland 

laden with debris, destroying anything in its path, sweeping anything not secured back out to 

sea, people included. During Hurricane Katrina, residents of coastal Mississippi were caught off 

guard by storm surge flood waters. Entire    buildings were moved, and some of the people who 

didn’t evacuate are still among the missing. Pinellas County is extremely vulnerable to surge 

flooding because  of its coastal and low-lying geography. In fact, a Category 3 storm could 

flood 42 percent of the county’s households.  Staying safe from surge flooding is easy. If a hur-

ricane is predicted for Pinellas County and you live in a zone that has been ordered to evacuate, 

GET OUT. Do  not stay in an area at risk for surge  flooding. Do not plan to escape to higher 

floors and do not wait until the last minute. Leave for higher ground and survive the storm. 
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When you hear thunder, you are within striking 

distance of lightning. Look for shelter inside a 

home, large building, or a hard-topped vehicle 

right away. Do not go under tall trees for shelter. 

There is no place outside that is safe during a 

thunderstorm. Wait at least 30 minutes after the 

last thunder clap before leaving your shelter. Stay 

away from windows and doors. If you are in or on 

open water, go to land and seek shelter             

immediately. If you feel your hair stand on end, 

that means lightning is about to strike, squat low 

to the ground on the balls of your feet. Place your 

hands over your ears and your head between your 

knees. Make yourself the smallest target possible 

and minimize your contact with the ground. Do 

not lie flat on the ground. This is a last resort 

when a building or hard-topped vehicle is not 

available. If a person is struck by lightning, call   

911 and get medical care immediately. Lightning 

strike victims carry no electrical charge; attend to 

them immediately. Check their breathing, and 

pulse. CPR may be needed. 

Safety Tips  
 

Unplug appliances and other  electrical 

items, like computers, and turn off air 

conditioners.  If you are unable to      

unplug them, turn them off.  

Do not use corded phones, appliances, 

computers, and other electronic equip-

ment.  

Avoid showering, bathing, washing 

laundry, or  using faucets. 


