
CITY OF SEMINOLE

2014 CITY CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES

March 18, 2014

A meeting of the 2014 Charter Review Committee was held on Tuesday, March 18, 2014 at 6: 30
p.m., in City Hall, City Council Chambers, 9199

113th

St. N., Seminole, Florida.

Chairman Haynes called the meeting to Order at 6: 30 p.m.

Roll Call:  Present were Chairman Joseph Haynes, Vice Chairman Dr. James 011iver, Committee

Members, Linda Cole, Anne Gardner, Robert Castles, Susan Berkowitz, Chuck Oldanie, City
Manager Edmunds, City Attorney John Elias, City Clerk Rose Benoit and Executive Assistant
Patty Beliveau.

In the audience were:  City Council Members: Thom Barnhorn, Bob Matthews and Jim Quinn.

Chairman Haynes opened the public hearing inviting citizens wishing to speak to please do so.

Mr. Matthews addressed the Committee and expressed his opposition to proposed term limits for
City Council members.    Mr.  Jim Quinn expressed his appreciation to the Committee for

considering his proposal associated with the selection of a Vice-Mayor.   No one else spoke

during the public hearing.

Chairman Haynes asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the March 4, 2014 Committee
Meeting. Vice Chairman 011iver moved to approve and seconded by Robert Castles.  The motion

passed unanimously.

Chairman Haynes led the discussion with suggested amendments that were distributed to the
committee members.   Chairman Haynes moved to amend Article III, Section 3. 02 to include
term limits for city council members.    Motion was seconded by Susan Berkowitz,  after

discussion the motion failed having received no affirmative votes.

Chairman Haynes moved an amendment to Article III, Section 3. 08 requiring the city council to
appoint an Officer of the City who shall have a title of City Clerk. No second for the motion was
received, the motion failed.

Chairman Haynes moved an amendment to Article III, Section 3. 11 — Standard of Ethics, motion
seconded by Robert Castles.  This motion would require the city council to enact by ordinance a
Code of Ethics for all elected and appointed officers and employees of the city.   After some

discussion a motion to table was made by Linda Cole, seconded by Vice Chairman 011iver and
passed unanimously.  City Manager Edmunds or City Attorney Elias is to provide the committee
with city council actions regarding a Code of Ethics at the next committee meeting.
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Chairman Haynes discussed a three page correspondence with two attachments submitted by
City Council member Plantamura dated March 17, 2014 to the Committee.  Chairman Haynes
moved to table any action regarding Mrs. Plantamura' s letter.   Motion was seconded by Vice
Chairman 011iver and passed unanimously.   The committee had difficulties understanding the
intent of the letter and asked the City Clerk to contact Mrs. Plantamura for clarification.

Chairman Haynes then proceeded to lead the committee with a continuation of the Charter
Review.  City Manager Edmunds explained the error in the first draft of city council amendments
to Section 3. 07 ( b) ( 3) that included the terminology " by vote of council".   Mr. Edmunds

explained that was an error on his part, City Council did not approve such a change by a 4- 2 vote
and the language has been removed from the draft.

City Manager Edmunds further explained Section 3. 07  ( d)  Extraordinary Vacancies.    Mr.

Edmunds informed the committee of the City Attorney' s opinion dated March 12, 2014 is
included in their packet.  City Attorney Elias is recommending the section be amended to read
in the event that fi-ve four members of the council...".  Vice Chairman 011iver moved to revise

Section 3. 07 ( d) to read four members of the council.   Motion was seconded by Chairman
Haynes and the motion passed unanimously.

City Manager Edmunds explained to the committee that in the revised draft distributed and in
their packets an effort was made to make the document gender neutral as requested by the
committee.  All of the gender changes have been made in green.  Chairman Haynes moved to

approve all of the changes; motion was seconded by Robert Castles and the motion passed
unanimously.

City Manager Edmunds noted that the city clerk is still waiting for a reply from the Supervisor of
Elections office regarding Section 6. 03 ( a).   He is hopeful that the city clerk will have more
information for the committee at their next meeting.

Chairman Haynes proceeded to review the balance of the Charter section by section.

Article VII - no proposed change.

Article VIII,  Chairman Haynes proposed a change to Article VIII,  Section 8. 04 — Disaster

Emergencies, however made no motion and requested the city attorney to provide the Committee
with information regarding what is allowable by state law in this section.   City attorney is to
report back to the committee at its next meeting.

Article IX—no proposed change.

Committee member Anne Gardner brought to the committee' s attention a proposed city council
change to Section 10. 03 ( a) motion by Vice Chairman 011iver seconded by Chairman Haynes to
modify Section 10. 03 ( a) as proposed by the city council to read " there shall be established a
Charter Review committee composed of seven members." motion passed unanimously.
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Chairman Haynes noted a modification to the gender neutral language in Section 10. 03 ( b) to
modify the word Chairperson to that of Chair.  City Manager Edmunds so noted.

Chairman Haynes moved to amend Article X, Section 10. 03 to require a member of the city
council to be present at all meetings of the Charter Review Committee in an ex officio capacity,
seconded by Anne Gardner.  Motion failed having receiving no affirmative votes.

The committee again discussed the correspondence submitted by Mrs. Plantamura.  Ms. Linda

Cole moved to request the City Council to receive a copy of the correspondence and requested
collective feedback from the City Council.   The motion was seconded by Robert Castles and
passed unanimously.

Vice Chairman 011iver moved to adjourn the committee meeting at 7: 56 p.m., seconded by
Susan Berkowitz.  Motion to adjourn passed unanimously.

Date Approved: IC) l

J seph H es,      irman

Minutes repared by Patty Beliveau
Executive Assistant
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