
CITY OF SEMINOLE

2014 CITY CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES

March 4, 2014

A meeting of the 2014 Charter Review Committee was held on Tuesday, March 4, 2014 at 6: 30
p.m., in City Hall, City Council Chambers, 9199

113th

St. N., Seminole, Florida.

Chairman Haynes called the meeting to Order at 6: 30 p.m.

Roll Call:  Present were Chairman Joseph Haynes, Vice Chairman Dr. James 011iver, Committee

Members, Linda Cole, Anne Gardner, Robert Castles, Susan Berkowitz, City Manager Edmunds,
City Attorney John Elias,  City Clerk Rose Benoit and Executive Assistant Patty Beliveau.
Committee member Chuck Oldanie was not in attendance.

Chairman Haynes invited citizen' s comments, no one spoke.

Organizational Meeting Minutes of February 18, 2014. A motion was made by Dr. 011iver
seconded by Robert Castles to approve the meeting minutes of February 18, 2014.  Mr. Castles

mentioned the minutes should reflect the Sunshine Law was discussed during the meeting.  ( See
4th

paragraph) All in favor.  Motion to approve carried unanimously.

Chairman Haynes recognized City Manager Edmunds to present the meeting' s agenda.   Mr.

Edmunds explained today' s meeting is to review the comments received by the Mayor and City
Council as well as City Management regarding the proposed changes to the City Charter.  Mr.

Edmunds noted today' s meeting material include the February 11, 2014 City Council Workshop
Minutes as well as a draft working copy of the Charter illustrating proposed changes.   Mr.

Edmunds proceeded with a page by page review of the proposed changes.

City Manager Edmunds explained it is necessary to conduct at least one public hearing.   Dr.

011iver moved to schedule a public hearing for Tuesday, March
181h

beginning at 6: 30 p. m.  Mr.

Castles seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

The committee discussed the process in which they would review the Charter.   After some

discussion, the committee agreed to establish a meeting time limit; 1% hours or 8: 00 p. m. The
committee agreed to review the sections and work through each section until 8: 00 p.m.

Chairman Haynes suggested when reviewing the Mayor/Council and City Management proposed
changes the committee also review and include the committee' s suggested changes for

consideration. Dr. 011iver made a motion to review the proposed Charter, section by section until
they reach the adjournment time of 8 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Cole.  Motion was

passed unanimously.
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Chairman Haynes initiated the review of the Charter section by section and requested comments
on Articles 1, 2 and 3 from the committee.  Ms. Gardner asked for clarification if the committee
members may bring up changes as they review the process.   Chairman Haynes concurred and

inquired the process of modifying the Charter document be changed to be gender neutral.

Robert Castles moved to delete transitional language in Section 3. 02.  Motion was seconded by
Dr. 011iver and passed unanimously.

The committee discussed a proposed revision to Section 3. 05.    At the conclusion of the

discussion, Dr. 011iver moved to maintain the current language in Section 3. 05.   Linda Cole

seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

The committee discussed Section 3. 07 ( b) ( 3).  No action was taken.  The committee discussed

Section 3. 07 ( b) forfeitures of office however no action was taken.

Committee discussed Section 3. 07 ( c) ( 1).  Dr. 011iver moved to change 30 days to 60 days as
proposed.  Seconded by Robert Castles and motion passed unanimously.

After some discussion, Dr. 011iver moved that Section 3. 07 ( c) ( 1) vacancies and council to read

as follows:  " a vacancy in the council shall be temporarily filled within 60 days of its occurrence
by a majority vote of the remaining members of council, until the vacancy may be scheduled for
a regular election, when the voters will fill such vacancy for the remainder of the term..."
Motion was seconded by Susan Berkowitz and passed unanimously.

Linda Cole made a motion to amend Section 3. 07 ( c) ( 1) to include a process requiring Council
to fill the vacancy with the highest vote getter from the most recent election.   Anne Gardner

seconded the motion.  The motion failed to receive any affirmative vote and was declared failed.

Chairman Haynes questioned Section 3. 07  ( d)  the purpose of identifying five members of
council.  City Attorney John Elias indicated he will review Florida Statutes and report back at the
next committee meeting.

Chairman Haynes offered Section 3. 08, Section 3. 09 and Section 3. 10 with no modifications
from the committee. Chairman Haynes reviewed Article IV with no suggested revisions from the
committee.

Chairman Haynes offered Article V.  Several members of the committee questioned the language
in Section 5. 02 ( b) " removal".  Dr. 011iver moved to amend the wording to read " the council

may remove the manager by the affirmative vote of four members of council and ...".   The

motion was seconded by Robert Castles.   The committee made it clear they wish to have the
language consistent with that of the City Attorney.  The motion passed unanimously.

City Manager Edmunds suggested that Section 5. 03 be amended to reflect the use of technology
and the phrase beginning with " by letter filed with council," be amended to read " by written
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communication filed with the council,".  Dr. 011iver moved to amend Section 5. 03 accordingly,
seconded by Robert Castles and motion carried unanimously.

Chairman Haynes completed a review of Section 5 and continued the review of Article VI.
Robert Castles moved to amend Section 6. 04 ( d) to read " in a case of a tie vote which will affect
the outcome of the election, where two or more persons receive an equal number of votes for the
same office,  such person shall draw lots to determine who shall be elected to the office."
FS 100. 181) Seconded by Susan Berkowitz, during committee discussion Dr. 011iver requested

the committee consider removal of" and highest' in the language, the maker of the motion Mr.
Castles accepted that revision and Ms. Berkowitz also accepted the recommendation, the motion
carried with the deletion of" and highest" in the language.

Dr. 011iver moved to remove the entire section of Section 6. 04 ( e) runoff election.   Motion
Seconded by Linda Cole and motion carried unanimously.   Dr. 011iver moved to remove Section

6. 04 ( f) seconded by Mr. Castles and motion passed unanimously.

Dr. 011iver moved to adjourn and Chairman Haynes declared the meeting adjourned at 7: 59 p.m.

Date Approvedl Q

oseph a e ,     airman

T

Minutes repared by Patty Beliveau
Executive Assistant
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